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PREFACE. 


Dification, as applied to. the whols Body, is in 
Scripture-Notion the Uniting of the Church ; 
but now by a very unhappy, tho' a very common 
Miſtake, it is made the great. Pretence for 
Dividing it. For that wherein our Difſenting 

Brethren hope to ſhelter themſelves in forſaking us, is their 
Edifying more in Separate Congregations. This zs thought 
a Good Anſwer to all Laws requiring Communion with the 
Pariſh-Churches ; for no Law, they think, can hinder them 
from Edifying, and ſaving their own Souls : and a fufficient 
Reaſon for their rejefting of any Impoſed Paſtors ; which 
they fancy are not to be appointed. by the Will of the Patron, 
or the Preſcription of the Church, but by every Mans own 
Choice, becauſe no other is ſo much concerned for his Edifi= 
cation, as he himſelf is. To remove thifCauſe of Separas 
' tion, ſome Worthy * Perſons have taken very Pious and Pro= * $ee 4 Di- 
fitable Pains, in ſhewing how anjuſt the Charge of an Un- ſcourſe of 
edifying Miniſtry zs »por our Church, aud how partial they Profiting by 
are in aſcribing more FEdjfication to their Meetings, And if Sermons : _ 
our Brethren will peruſe what they have ſaid with impar- _ —_— | 
tial Minds, and ſee this, as they may if they will lay- afide ,; _— 
all Prejudice, there will be no need of ſaying any more to © 
fatisfie them in this Buſineſs. But if after all they will be 
Fadges themſelves where they Edifie moſt, and in their Fudg- 
ment prefer their own Miniſters : yet till there is enough 
to with-hold them from Separation on this account, becauſe 
they are to edifie aud build up the Church of God as well as 

A 2 themſelves, 
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The Preface. | 
themſelves, and muſt not break the Publick Unity and Peace - 
to carry on their own Profiting in Private Graces. And. 
therefore, referring them to the forementioned Diſcourſes 


' (whoſe Principal Deſign 1 think that is) to convince them 
| that their 4(femblies are not more, and ours leſs Edifying : 


in that part of this Sermon which concerns this C aſe, I have 
applied my ſelf more expreſly to thoſe who ſhall flill be un- 
convinced, and think they are : and ſhewn them, that ſuppo- 
frng, what indeed is otherwiſe, that among them Particular 
Men have better Means of Edificatien, yet will not the ſearch 
of that warrant them to divide the Church, and betake 
themſelves to Separation. | | | 

And as it will not juſtifie the People in Hearing: /o, 
which is the only thing I ſhall add further, much lefs will 
zt juſtifie their Miniſters i# Preaching in a Separate Meet- 
ing. For the Preachers are not leſs, but more obliged than the 
People are, to edifie the Church of God in the firſt place. 
And whatever Neceſſity they may think lies upon them to 
Preach the Goſpel, in Places where there are no. other 
Preachers : yet where there are, (and our Brethren will not 
deny there are ſtore of Sound, and Profitable ones among, us,) 
the Care of Edifying the whole Church ought ſarely to re- 
ftrain them from breaking Vnity by Preaching,. and from- 


drawing Men off from hearing us, only in Hopes they may 


Profit more by joyning with themſelves. The Daty, and the 
Defire, (as of reaping greater Profit themſelves, fo) of mit- 
niſtring to the greater Profit of any other Particular Chri- 


ftians, muſt ſtop, as this Diſcourſe ſhews, in Peaceable ways. 


And: therefore till our Brethren can Conform, and preſerve 
Unity under their Preaching ; they ouzht to be ſilent, as the 
Old Peaceable Nonconformiſts were, and quietly ſuffer the 
People to be taught by others; and not exerciſe their Mini-- 
fry out of any Hopes of doing more Good with it to their 
Particular Fearers, when thereby they muſt caſt off the Au- 
ahority of their Lawful Superiors, and make a Rent and Di- 
won-in the Church, 1 COR. 


: COR, XIV. 12. 


——Seek that ye may excel to the edifyins of 
the Church. NYE 


His Rute is here laid down in the Caſe of Extraor- 
 ainary and Miraculous Gifts, ſuch as Prophefie or 
Inſpired Preaching, Tongues, Miracles, and the like, 
which the Corinthians zealouſly coveted, to amuſe 
| | Beholders, and get themſelves'a Name, more than 
to Do Good with them. to others, and Edihie their Brethren. But 
it is equally applicable to all Ordinary Gifts, and Natural or Ac- 
quired Endowments, as prompt and penetrating Wit, clear Underſtanding, 
found Judgment, Prudence in Condutt, Fluent and E legant Speech,and the 
like : for God's Deſign is the ſame in both ; he entruſts us with 
them, not to feed Vanity, and only ſek Praiſe to our ſelves, bur 
to Profit and Edifie our Neighbours. And as it holds in all ſorts, 
either of Natural, or Miraculous Gzfts; fo alſo in all Flaces and 
Offices, which make room for the Exerciſe and Employment of 
them. For as Edification is here made the End of all Gifts and 
Abilities ; ſo is it elſewhere of all Offices and Dignities in the 
Church. God gave ſome, Apoſtles: and ſome, Prophets : and ſome, 
Evangeliſts : and ſome, Paſtors and Teachers ;, for the Perfefting of the 
Saints, and the Edifying of the Body of Chriſt, Eph. 4. 11,12. SH 
that Edification is the. Great End of all thoſe Gifts wherewith God 
endows Men, and of all theſe Stations and Capacities whereto 
he calls them.to ſhew their Gifts in. It is the main thing, which 
all are to ſeek and propoſe to themſelves in all opportunities, ei- 
ther of doing, or receiving Good. Foraſmuch as ye are zealous of 
Spiritual Gifts, ſeek that ye may excel to the edifying of the Church, 
In Diſcourſing upon theſe Words, I ſhall, h 
Firſt, Explain the Nature of Edification, - and fnew what Improve- 
ments it implies, 6 
Secondly, Preſs it as the Great Point whereat they are to aim, 0n all 


orts of Chriſtians, . © MON Bs | - Wc A 
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(2) 


Firſt, I ſhall explain the Nature of Edification, and fhew what Im- 
provements it implies. And this well deſerves to be diſtintly and 
clearly ſtated, both for its own ſake, becauſe God has made it the 
Prime End whereto all Mens Parts and Opportunities are to be 
directed; and alſo for the Churches, becauſe the lamentable Divi- 
viſions, that have ſo long prey?d upon the Vitals of Religion, and 
the Bowels. of this Church, are in great part _— to Mens 
Miſtakes about it. - For one of the Commoneſt, and, I think, of 
the moſt Specious Pretences our Diſſenting Brethren give for their 
leaving our Pariſh-Churches, is that they Edifie and Profit more in 
their Private Meetings. If this Pretence were true, it ſeems very 
plauſible. For St. Pal directs all Men to make Edification their 
Aim in theſe things, and ir ſeems to argue a great Goodneſs, and 
a great Wiſdom ; and ſo to be moſt commendable in any Man, to 
deſire to be better*d by all the Prayers he uſes, and every Sermon 
which he hears. And whether it be true or no, they think they 
are fitteſt to judge, and that no other Perſons are ſo able to tell 
them what Prayers and Sermons they areanoſt benefited by, as from 
their own Experience they are able to tell themſelves. And there- 
fore, fancying it is for their greater growth in Grace and Edifi- 
cation, they take heart, and think no Good Man, who knows how 
bad he is at beſt, and is careful to grow as good as he can, will 
blame them for it, to break the Unity of the Church, and joyn 
themſelves to Separate Congregations. Whereas, were they 
truly inform?d in the Scripture-Notion of Edification, they would 
ſee clearly that there can be no Pretence of Edifying in a Schi/mn, 
and that ſuppoſing in ſome Reſpects, they could edifie more; as they 
fay, by their own Preachers, yet would not that authorize them to 
make a Rent in the Church, and ſeparate from us. 

®* Eaification in Scripture-ſenſe is the ſame as Benefiting or Profiting. 
A Neighbour, as St. Paul notes, is Edified, when he 3s pleaſed to his 
Good, Rom. 15. 2 : and ſtrange Tongues, he ſays, do 70t edifie the 
Church, becauſe they do not profit 3t. 1 Cor. 14. 5, 6. So that by 
our being Edified in Religion, is meant our Profiting and advancing 
in it ; when we attain, either ſome Particxlars which before we want- 
ed, or more Strength and Firmneſs in thoſe we have already. The Rea- 
ſon why this. Benefiting 52 Religion is calPd Edifying, Is becauſe both 
every Private Chriſtian, and the Whole Church, is compared in Scrip- 
ture to a Building. | 


Sometimes Particular —_— are called the Temple of God. 
Know ye not, fays St. Paul, that your Body is the Temple of the Holy 


Ghoſt ? 
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Ghoſt ? which is ſpoken of Particular Perſons.' 1 Coy. 6, 19: 'and 
again, What agreement hath the Temple of God with Idols ? 2 Cor. 
6.16. re T _ of _ he - _— Husband ; with 1dols, 
L e. with an unbelieving W He who wonſhipsIdols.t ins plain- 
ly the Caſe there treated of v. 14, 15, my _ —_ P _ 

And at other times, which is the moſt general uſe, the Whole 
Church or Community of Chriſtians is Ryled fo; The Chorch is 
called the * Houſe of God, ——is the Houſe of God, faith - the Apo- * Feb. 8. 196 
ſtle, which 55 the Church, 1 Tim. 3. 15. ?Tis calPd his Temple —— Heb. 3. 6. _ 
Ye are the Temple of God, and the Spirit of God dwells in or f among ? Pet. 2-5. 

, aSitdid in the Temple among the Jews. 1 Cor.'3;16: and Þ & Uar. 
his Building Ye, i.e. the Church of Corinth, are God®s Building, - 

1 Cor. 3.9; and the Church of Fews and Gentiles mention'd Eph. 
2.19, is calPd the Building fuly framed, that grows into an holy 
Temple in the Lord, builded for an Habitation of God thro the Sperit, 
V. 20, 21, 22, | | 

And this Application of it to both theſe, is well noted by Theo- 
phylatt. * The Temple of God, ſays he, is a Title given in common, * Kyyz $4 
both to the Church or Colleftion of all the Faithful, and to every Pri- ixzMgoia 7 
vate Chriſtian, And becauſe in Scripture-Language, both the 9ec:0ud;onw 
Whole Church, and Particular Chriſtians, are thus calld God?s 7! 5 m: 
Building ; purſuant to that Metaphor, the adding and laying to- 77, = 2 
gether thoſe Excellencies that are to integrate either the Whole 2 ne I. 
Body or any Good Man, or the giving Strength and Firmneſs to Comment. in 
them, is calld Edification. Eph, 2. ve 21, 

Now in explaining this Profiting and Spiritual Edification, I 
ſhall ſhew 

1. Wherein lies the Edification of Particular Men and Private Chri- 
ftians ;, and that is in any Growth or Improvement, either in Faith, or 
Manners, « - 

2, Wherein lies the Edification of the Whole Chnrch; and that is 
mainly in the ſetled Peace and Vnion of its Members, 

3. That this latter 5 to be prefer d, and muſt give Laws and Li- 
mitations toall Means of promoting the former : So that no Man muſt 
ever ſeek to edifie in Schiſm, or break, the Peace of a confeſſedly Sound 
and Lawful Church, upon pretence that he can edifie more in Separate 
Meetings. 

1. I ſhall ſhew wherein les the Edification of Particular Men and 
Private Chriſtians ;, and that i in any Growth or Improvement, either 
in Faith, or Manners. This Benefiting of Particular Men, is one 
ſort of Edifcation the Scripture _ of, He that pegs 

2 aith 


faith'St. Paul, Tpeaketh unto men to edification, 1, e. to the benefit of 
1 | 15 every one that hears him. 1 Cor. 14. 3. Let n0 corrupt communication 
' proceed ont of your mouth, biit that which is good to the uſe of edifying, 
. i.e. to improve your Brethren as you converſe with them. Zpj. 
BY 4. 29. And ler every one of #s pleaſe his neighbour for his good to edig- - 

[1 cation, *i. e. to profit him in Religion. Rom. 15. 2. In theſe, ahd 
q | other Places, the Edification ſpoken of is that of Particular Men 
{| -and Private Chriſtians, when they are any ways furthered and 
aſſiſted in thoſe Things, which may pleaſe God, and fave their 

Souls., . -- | 

N ow-Religion:conſiſting of two Great Parts, Faith, and Obed:- 

ence; the Spiritual Profiting and Edification of every Man, muſt 
conſiſt in his being any ways alliſted, encouraged, or improved in 
either of theſe Duties. So that then every Perſon ts edified, when 
his Life and Practice is any thing amended, or his Knowledge of 

Religious Matters is more clear and perfect, or his Belief of them 
more firm and ſerled, or his Aﬀections for them more fervent, or 
his holy Reſolutions and the Religious bent of his Heart more un- 

t | . - alterably eſtabliſ*d, or his Conſcience more freed from Doubts, 
{+ * or fuller of Comfort and Joy in God, than it was before. : 

[| © x, The chief Inſtance of any Particular Mans Edification, and 
| that which, indeed, is the End of all the reſt, is when his Life and 
Prattice us any thing amended. And thus tis, when he is more De- 
vout and relign*d to God, more Juſt and Charitable to all Men, 
more Humble, Temperate, and Mortified to this World, or im- 
proved in any other Parts of Good Life and Converſation. When 
he gains more Virtues, or gets a greater Degree of Conſtancy 
and Firmneſs in them, having fewer Eſcapes,and ſtanding in hard- 
Us er Trials, and doing his Duty with more delight and eaſlineſs, 

| - Than he was wont to do. This Amendment of Life is one way of | 
Edifying. For St, Pazl ſays of Church-Cenſures, whoſe End is Re- 
formation of Manners, that they are giver for edification, 2 Cor, 
1 13- 10 5 and of vain Queſtions and Diſputes, which make none the 
By better Livers, that they do zt miniſter ro godly edrfying, i. e. to Edi- 


14 fication in Godlineſs. 1 Tim. 1.4. Yea, It is the principal point, 
| : and the main thing in Edification. For the Religion of a Good 
" Life is that which) thro the Mcrits and Grace of Chriſt, muſt ſave 


| Rev, 22.13, 95 All at laſt, 'and which God will * look at in the Day of Judg- 


{| ment. It 1s the very End and Accompliſhment of Faith and 
Knowledge, for by Works, as St. James faith, Faith is made perfett, 
Jan. 2.22. It 1s the Caſting Point, and the One thing necellary 
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(s) 
in-Religion'; {0 that when Men ſeek to edifie" in Religion, tley 
mult ſeek abovEall to be better*d-and improved in Holy Living. 
And when they ſeek to be edified in an Holy Life, that muft 
not only be in ſome Parts and Virtues, bat in the whole Compaſs 
and Extent of it. With Zeal for God, they [muſt joyn Charity 
to their Neighbours, yea, even to their Enemiee; and Men of moſt 
oppoſite Opinions. With a ſerious owning of Religion, Sobrie- 
ty, and Temperance, they muſt joyn a Peaceable Temper, and 
Submiſſion to their Governours. And with Obedience td the 
Higher Powers, and the Decency and Heartineſs of Devotions, 
they muſt joyn all the Daties of Morality, of a ſober-and juſt Pra- 
ice. This I note, becauſe the World is generally prone to meaſure 
their Edifying in Religion, by their Edifying only in fome Particu- 
lars : nay, alas! many times by their Edifying only in the Beloved 
Notes of a Party, whilſt they are altogether barren and unprofi- 
table, in the Broad Lines, and Great Inſtances of Morality. When 
a looſe-and debauct'd Man, for inſtance, ſhews himſelf a Favourer 
of the Diſſenters, and eſpoules their Schiſm ; how ready are ſeye- 
ral among them, -and- perhaps he himſelf is not the laſt in belie- 
ving them, to cry him up for a Saint, and a Precious Perfon ? And 
again, if a licentious wicked Liver ſhew a Zeal for the Churches 
Service, and for Submiſſion to the King, (which are things as truly 
Good, as the other by miſtake'are ſuppoſed to be) how. apt are 
others to overlook -all his Vices, and, as if theſe were nor only 
ſome, but all Vertues, to ſet him up for a Right Good Man. When 
any thing Men count a Part of Religion is oppoſed, and they are 
put more concernedly to eſpouſe and contend for it z becauſe 
others unworthily ſleigh#it, they fall oft-times too much to mag- 
nifie, and place all Religion 1n it, and judge themſelves or others 
to be Religious from it alone, whillt in other things they are ir- 
. religiouſly Wicked. They magnifie on all hands the things where- 
in they oppoſe each others, and make them the chief: Notes of 
Virtue, and of the Religion of Perſons. So that the Religion 
of a Good Life is too often drown*®d in the Particular Notes and 
Virtues of a Party, and ſo long as a Man is true to their Side, he 
palles for a Good Man, whether in the wide Compaſs of other 
Duties he be true or falſe to Almighty God. | 
* But theſe Particular and Partial Notes are not the Standard of 
Edification, nor the way to meaſure our Improvement in Religi- 
on by. If wetake any one particular Grace and Vertye, it 1s but 


one thing, not all Religion, and ſo is but one Part, not the —_— 
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(C6) 
of Edification. : All the Dutzes of, Good Lits are gqually Parts of 
Chriſtiarity,'and all neceſſary w our Salvation : And therefore as 
it is, and:ought'to be our Duty and Aimy to explain, and preſs; ſo 
is it. the Duty, and ought to be the Aim and Care of all our Peo- 
ple, to learn and praftice, and then they muſt;judge themſelves to 
edific rightly, when theyÞProfit-and improve in all of them. 

2. A ſecond/Inftance of Particular Mens Edification, is when 
their Knowledge of Religious Matters is more clear and perfett, or their 
Faitland Belief of them is more firmly ſetled, And thus the A4po- 
file tells us, that Propheſie or Preaching edifies, becauſe it inſtru&s 
and convinces Mens Underſtandings, and ſo improves Faith and 
Knowledge. He that propheſies, ſays he, ſpeaks unto men to. edifica- 
zi0n, '1 Cor. 14.3; he ecthes thoſe that hear him, becauſe they are 
raught, and convinced by him. v. 19. 24. Whereas, on the contrary, 
ſtrange Tongnes, he ſays, are very #nedifying, becauſe #0 man nnder- 
Bands them, v. 2.4. | 

And thus again a Man is edified in Religion, when he is any 
ways improved in Light and Conviction, when he more clearly and 
fully underſtands the DoCtrines and Duties of it, or is more un- 
donbtedly perſuaded of them. And this Improvement in Belief 
and Knowledge, he muſt not meaſure ſo much by the Number, as by 
the Werght and Uſefulneſs of Particulars. It is no Edification at. 
all, or next to none, to load our Underſtandings with an heap of 
nice, curious, and unprofitable things ; to loſe our ſelves in ſearch- 
ing into Myſteries; to hunt after ConjeCftures, and ſcan doubtful 

Queſtions, about Angels, and the State of Separate Souls, and the 
Time of the Worlds ending, and Gods Secret Will and Decrees, 
which are not neceflary for us to know, ad which perhaps no Man 
will be able to decide till God determine them. Theſe things 
make us no better, nor holier. For nice Diſputes, and curious 
Conjettures, and acry Notions, never ſtrike down a Luſt, or cor- 
rect a Sin : They are light things that ſwim at top, and float only 
in the Brain, but never ſink down into the Heart, or reform the 

Life of any Man. And ſince our Heart and Life is not made bet- 

ter by them, they are very unedifying. For the End of all Faith 

and Knowledge, is to guide, and improve Good Life and Practice ; 
ſo that then we truly edifie in our Underſtandings, when we learn 
things of weight and uſe, that are like to affect our Hearts, and 
direct, ſtir up, and help us on in the Courſe of a Godly Conver- 
fation. And thus it is, when we are inſtructed in the Great Arti- 
cles of our Creed, about Almighty God, and Jeſus Chriſt, _- the 

| uture 


Future Judgmenit, &'c. and fully perſuaded of them : When 


are enlightned in all the Points of Pra&ice, diſcerning plainly what 


is the Nature of all Particular Duties, and what is implied in 
them, and what" Means are like to help -us moſt in attaining of 
them,. and what are the moſt powerful Motives and Encourage- 
ments to quicken our -Care and'Endeavours after them, When 
we arecleatly itiformed in the'Nature. of Repentance, and in the 
Readineſs of God's Spirit and Grace to help on all our Good En- 
deavours, and in any other things, whereon either our Growth in 
Grate, or Peace of Conſcience depends, and which are either ne- 
ceſſary Parts, or helpful Means, or.preyalent Motives to:Qbedi- 
ence. Our Minds, E fay, are belt edified, when they are ſtored 
with ſuch uſeful things. BY [pe ghee 

Eſpecially, which is the only thing I will add further, if they 
have an «/efull knowledge of them, 1. e. if they know them by Plan 
and Clear Accounts, and not under a Dreſs-of obſcure Phraſes, and 
Allegorical Deſcriptions.” For ſome Chriſtians, eſpecially among 
our Separating Brethren, think;they are neh-edifyed in Spiritual 
knowledge, when they have learn'd to-talk much about Chr:/?, or 
Grace, or the Spirit, or Faith, or Regeneration, or other. moſt impor. 
tant Points, in dark Phraſes, and far-fetch'd, and, very oft, impro- 
per Metaphors, and affected: Allegories, which are very: unfit for 
Definitions af things, andjare not a way:to improve and Clear, but 
Darken Knowledge:: - fo when men are-improved only in ſach 
myſterious Speeches, which, though they may excite ſome good Af- 
fetion, yet, I preſume, can give no clear Apprehenſions to their 
own minds, ſince they are very puzling when others, even the wi- 
ſeſt, come to examine them: :I think they cannot givethem a Claim 
to any extraordinary; Edificdtion. 'For. many fine-Figures, and 
pretty Allegories may be'ufed in ſetting off a thing, and yet there 
ſhall not be much knowledge in them. They amuſe the mind with 
pleaſing Ideas, and ſtrike the fancy with lucky hints whilſt they 
are recited ; but they give us no juſt Apprehenſion of the thing, 
and upon examinatian, a man ſhall find himſelf little the wiſer, or 
more able to explain it unto others, after he has heard them. 

3. A Third Inſtance of Particular mens Edification, is when 
their Afﬀeftions for Religions matters are made more Fervent, or their 
boly Purpoſes ere more unalterably fix?d and eſtabliſhed. This exer- 
ciſe and increaſe of Religious AﬀeRion, and Godly Reſolution, is 
another way of edifying. . And ſo St. Pant fays of him that Jpeaks 
in the Churoh in dis nnkyown Tongue, thathe edifies himſelf, i.c.in De- 

vout 
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vout Prayers and AﬀeCtions, (for ſuch Enthuſiaſms were ordina- + 
rily expreſsd in Prayer and Praiſe —— he that ſpeaks in an unknown 
rongue,, ſpeaks not unto meu,but unto-God.v. 2.1C0r. 14. 4. And profita- 
ble communication, which minifters Grace,j.e. a Gracious bent of Heart 
-and Good Afﬀettion, to'the Hearers, - he ſayes 1s . goed to the, uſe of 
edifying. E - 4:29; And ther cdforting or: * exhborting ron 1: 
rogether.t9: be Firm and Reſolute urithe Faith of Chri57, amidſt all 
the Dangers and.Perſecutions which then environed it, he tells the 
Theſſalonians is the way to edifie one another. 1 Theſ, 5.11, 

Good Reſolution is the very. Strength and Vigor of the Soul, 
which prepares4t for;Tryals;: putting it upot alt the Pains, and 
enabling;it.to2conquer all; the-Difhculies. tn Religion. So that 
then we are mightily confirnd in any Graces, when we are more 
reſolute, and bent upon them.” ' Eſpecially, if this Reſolution be 
not a raſh At, made haſtily in ſome Religious heat, but the Ef- 
feCt of ſerious and: due Conſideration: as it is, when we foreſee 
the Pains, and/Self-denials we are to undergo in any Duties; but 
yet, being: fully. convinced of the perfect Reaſonableneſs, the ab- 
{olute Neceſlity, and the incomparable Advantage of them, we ab- 
ſolutely reſolveupon them notwithſtanding. . _ 

And Fervor.of Deſire and Devout Afﬀection, will enable us 
more chearfully, and:ſtrongly. to reſolve upon any Good. thing. 
It will make us careful and intent. to-pleaſe God, and ready to 
deny our ſelves for his ſake, and give us not only Eaſe, but Plea- 
ſure and Delight in well-doing ; it being natural for Men to be 


inwardly ſatisfied when they have what is deſired, and take delight 


in things, when once they have an affection for them. So that 
then alſo-we are furthered and edified in'any Graces, when we are 
ſtirr*d- up toa:greater quickneſs'in devout'Aﬀections, and find in 
our ſelves. more ardent Deſires, and a higher Paſſion for them. 
Eſpecially, if theſe AﬀeCtions were kindled in us, not only by 
pleaſing Similitudes, and pretty Sayings, or ſolemn Looks, or 
melting Tones, or the Preacher's Paſſion and Vehemence; but by 
the Weight and .awakening Force of the Reaſons and Things 
themſelves, which touch'd our Hearts, either when they came 
from him, or afterwards when. we reflect and dwell upon them in 
our own Meditations. If we are put into a Religious Heat and 
good Aﬀection,. only by Voice, and Vehemence, and the Shew 
and Solemnities of Action : that, indeed, is ſomething if. a Wiſe 
Man have the government of it, who will apply.-it to.the ember- 
tering of his Life, andfix and -fortifie his holy. Reſolution _ 
+ That 
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that Religious Heat, is upon him. Tho, I confeſs, if he ſtops in 
the Aﬀection;, and doth not take advantage thereby to be thus 
reſolv'd ; he is. much more pleagd than profited with it, and 
gains not much of Edification. But when the Conviction of 
qur Undexſtandings goes along with this Agitation of our Fan. 
cies in the affefting of our, Hearts,. and we are ſtruck by con- 
fidering the Greatneſs of the Motives,. and. the Weight of the 
Things: then we have ſuch an holy Aﬀection, as is much ,more 
ſtrong and laſting, and more apt to edifie us. When only Voice 
and Vehemence begot the Afﬀection in us, a very ſmall time will 
wear it off, as they wear out of our Fancies, which they will 
quickly do of themſelves, or. thro- our Fancy's being diverted 
and taken up with other things, But when the Weight of Things 
and Arguments affected us - thoſe are embodied into our Minds 
and Judgments, and ſo are like to ſtay with us ; and alſo mighti- 
ly ſtartle and convince our Conſciences, and fo are like to have 
great power over us. Theſe Convictions are both Porent, and 
Durable things,. which greatly affeCt us for the preſent, and ſtick 
by us to affect us equally when we reflect upon them at any time 
afcerwards. 

4. A Fourth Inſtance of Particular Mens Edification, is when 
their Conſciences are more freed from Doubts, and Scruples, and are 
Fuller of Comfort and Foy in God, than they were before. And thus 
the weak, Brothers being confirm?d in Conſcience (tho that was in a 
wrong caſe) and embolaned, St. Paul calls his being edified. 1f any 
ſee thee, who haſt knowledge, fit at meat in the Idols Temple ;, ſhall not 
the Conſcience of him that 1s weak, i. e. ſcruples it, be embolxed 
(the word is * edified, i. e. made to lay aſide his Doubts and + ;,,a,uyu3- 
Fears by the Authority of thy Example) azd ear alſo ? 1 Cor.8. 10. ovJau. | 

Vexatious Scruples and diſtruſtful Fears, are the Pain and 
Sickneſs, the Swoonings and Faintings of a Religious Soul. They 

are a heavy Burden to it, putting it into great Uneaſineſs, Hor- 
\ rour, and Diſquietude - and alſo a great hindrance; for by diſ- 
| heartning they beget a Feebleneſs and break its Strength, they 
keep ifs Thoughts and:Intention employ*d mainly upon them- 
Telves, which are things that do not profit, and detain them 
from. making a progreſs in thoſe which are truly good. And 
ſince Deubts and Deſpondencies are-fſo truly a Diſeaſe and Un- 
' happineſs to our Spirits,' and ſo great a Diſcouragement and 
, Stop to all Religiqus Service and APD; it muſt _—_ 
gra . F , S 
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be an high part of 'Edification to be clearly reſolved about Pra. 
Rical Cafes, and to have Peace of Mind pon fafe Grounds, and: 
well-ſatisfied Conſciences. So that.then our Souls are much edj- 
fied, when our Doubts are clear*d, and our Confciences truly 
reſolv*d and/comforted. And thus, it' is, when they, are loaded 
with a joſt ſenſe of neceſſary rhings; and freed from the vezari- 
on of needleſs Scrnples ; when they are better ſatisfied, either 
about their Duty, be 5 ONT whether ſome Doubtful Caſes 
are either allowed of forbid by ſome Laws; or about the Sxfery 
of therr Stzte, being ſatisfied upon good Grounds of God's Fa- 
vonr and Acceptance, [which will give them Peace and Joy in 
God, and comfortable Expectations”. © © 

And thus we ſte wherein lies the Edification of Particular Men 


' and Private Chriſtians, viz. in any Confirmation or Improvement, 


erther of Faith or Manners. $0 that then a Private Perſon may 
know himſelf to be edified, when he gathers ſtrength, and im- 
Proves in the prone of any, or of all Virtnes ; when he thrives 
in plain, and clear Underſtanding: and. (Belief, ' efpecially of 
wetghty and uſeful Things ; when he 'is more fervent in Godly 
Afﬀections, chiefly if they are accompanied with Convictions of 
Reaſon, and raisd by powerful Arguments; when he is more 
unalterably fixed in virtuons, and holy Reſolntions; more farif- 
fied in Practical Caſes, and Doubts of Conſcience; or more 
comforted with Joy in God, and the. Hopes of Eternal Happi- 
neſs. Foy "* 
I proceed. now | 

2. To ſhew wherein lies the Earfication of the Whole Church, and 
that is mainly in the ſettled Peace and Union of its Members, | © 

Edification in the Scriptures doth Principally, and moft com- 
monly refer to the whole Church, For” it, as I have noted, is 
moft oſvally ſtyled, and moſt properly refembled to a Boilding, 
ſince it contains in it ſuch a Number of Particulars, which, as - 
ſo many. live Stones, as St. Peter ſays, are built snto this Spiritual 
Houſe. 1, Pet, 2, 5. And this Edification of the Church,or Body 
of Chriſtians, is ſpoken of by St. Paul in the Text——Seek7Jar 


ye __ excel to the edifying of the Church : and' ſo again'to' the 


Epheſtans——Chrift gave Apoſtles and She raph Be. for the perfett- 


ing of the Saints, and for the edifying of the Body of Chriſt, © Eph. 4. 
T1, 12, OE. 


Now this edifying of the whole Charch, lies mainly in the fertltd 
Peace 
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Peace and Union of its Members: and the Great inſtrument of that 


i Love, which makes #s look, not altogether at our own things, but- 


at the things of others. | 

' 1. The edification of the whole Church, I fay, lics mainly i# the 
ſertled Peace and Umon of «ts Members, The Church indeed is 
edified in the edification of its particular Members, when , they 
grow in Faith and Manners , becauſe it is not barely a Body of 
Men, but a Body of Men profeſſing Faith and Holineſs, ſo that 
then it is perfeCted and improved, when they grow in theſe 
Virtges. And ſo. thoſe-Gitts which were moſt inſtructing, and 
moſt apt to improve Knowledge and. Good Life, as Prophecy ; 
are faid here to be more for the cdification of the Church, than 
other Gifts leſs inſtructing, as Tongues. But the edification Pe- 
culiar to it as It is o#e Body, and a Church, is the Peace and Union 
of its Members. For Peace and Unity edifies and builds up, as 
Separation and Diviſion diſſolves and: plucks aſunder all Societies. 
The laying together and cementing Wood and Stones builds 
up, as the dividing and ſcattering. them abroad pulls down a 
Houſe; and ſo do Unity, or Diviton, build up, or deſtroy all 
Communities. A Houſe, or City divided —_ it ſelf, ſays obr 


Saviour, ſhall not ſtand , and every Kingdom divided againſt it ſelf 


is brought to deſolation. at. 12. 25. So that the edification of the 
Church, which conſiſts of ſuch a vaſt number of Members, is the 
keeping and eſtabliſhing them in Unity and Peace, and nothing 
is more oppoſite toedifying, than Schiſms and Diviſions. St. Fude 
oppoſes Eaification to Separation. Theſe be they, who ſeparate 
themſelves ——but, contrary to that, Te Beloved, building up your 
ſelves on your moſt Holy Faith, &c. intimating, that to edifie or 
build up, they muſt forbear to SeparatE. Jude v, 19, 20. St. 
Luke ſays the Churches were edified, when they ceaſed to be Per- 
ſecuted and Diſperſed, and were ſuffered to be ſertled and uni- 
ted. Then, ſays he, had the Churches reſt, throughout all Judca, 
Galilee, and Samaria, ard were edified. Afts9. 31. where by Edi- 
feed, 1 think we may well underſtand their being ſettled in Peace, 
and eſtabliſhed ; not oaly, becauſe their Reſt is given as the rea- 
ſon of it, to intimate that then they were cdified when they. were 
no longer ſcattered ; but alſo becauſe the zzcreaſe in Grace and 
Spiritual Comfort (the other meaning of Edification) is mention- 
ed beſides and added to it— were edified, and os in the fear 


of the Lord, and in the comfort of the Holy Ghoſt, were multiplied. v.31, 
C2 And 
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And St. Paul ſays the Church edifies it {ﬆEf, not only when by 
the ſupply of all the Parts there is an creaſe in Goodneſs, but 
wheh moreover it preſerves Vnity, uo the Whole Body is com. 
pated by what every part ſupplies: So that Edification mug 
imply Unity and Compaftneſsin the Body, as well as other jn. 
ſtances of Perſonal and Private Virtue. From Chriſt, ſays: he, 
the whole Body fitly joyned together, and coppatted by that which 


joint ſupplies, makes increaſe of the Body unto the edifying of it ſelf. 


Eph. 4+ 16. 7 
MT hus inthe Scripture Notion doth the Edification of the Chyrch 
conſiſt in the Unity, Peace, and Compactneſs of its Members. 
And this St. Pau! plainly teaches, when he exhorts to Follow af - 
ter the things which make for Peace, becauſe it is with them we 
muſt edifie one another. Rom. 14. 19. And when he aſcribes Edi- 
fication to Charity, that Great Bond of Peace and Unjon--tis 
Charity, ſays he, that Edifies, 1 Cor. 8.1. And thus Theophilatt 
well explains the Scripture Notion. | The Building, 
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fays he, that is, all the Faithful compatted and united 
into one Body : So that in his Senſe the Church is 
then Built up, when it is compacted and united. 
And again, * Knowledge withow Charity puffs 
up and ſwells, and by that means divides from 
other Members, ana makes a Schiſm: Whereas, 
on the contrary , Charity edifies (oppoſing Edi- 
fication to Separation) s. e, maintains U- 
nion. 


2. And The great inſtrument of this Peace and Union is Love, 
which makes us look, not altogether at our own Things, but at the 
Things of others. If Men ſeek only themſelyes, and will uſe no- 
thing but what ſeems beſt to their own Fancies, and works 
moſt upon their own Humours and Aﬀections, it is not poſſi- 
ble there ſhould be Peace and Unity in any Church, For there 
is almoſt as great a diverfity in Fancies and Aﬀections, eſpecial- 
ly about leſſer matters, as there is in Faces; and it is ever to 
be expected, that, in ſuch -caſes, all'Men ſhould like and ap- 
prove of the ſame things, more than that all. Palates ſhould be 
pleas'd with the ſame Meats and Sauces. . So that whilſt every 
Man will pleaſe himſelf, and gratifie his own Humour, there is 
not like to be any Union and Edification of the Church. But 
that which works this Peace and Union, mult be Love ofothers. 


The 
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The Body increaſes, faith St. Paul, by the ſupply from every Pare;. 
#0 the edifying of it ſelf in Love, Eo 4. Ur whereas Know 
ledge puffs up, and cares not though we loſe others ; Charity, 
ſays he, eaifies, 5. e. preſerves Peace in the Church-, and keeps 
together all its Members. 1: Cor. 8. 1, + The | 
—_— of nd ow * Auſtin, are coupled to- | ot hyp _ ——— 
each other by t arity of Union, it being Love Zo. {a ih memnrs 
which unites them ; —_ by the ſame Chari they rank, NE —_—_— 
. Cohere to Chriſt their head too. *Tis Love that Is Si per anitatis charitatem ſibi co- 
the Publick-ſpirited Virtue, which, as the Apoſtle pulantur, U& per eandem capiti 
ſays, ſeeks not her own, 1 Coy. 13, 5; and carries A gy __O_ of Cori 
us to deny our ſelyes out of care and kindneſs for 7/3, Ade Unite Exile cont 
our Brethren. And this care of others is the only Gre 
thing, which.can maintain Unity, and prevent Schiſzz. The 
Members muſt. have the ſame care one of another, ſaith St. Paul, 
that there be no Schiſm in the Body. 1, Cor. 12. 25. 
And thus alſo it appears wherein lies the Edification of the 
whole Church, namely, i» the ſettled Peace and Unity of all its. 
Members, For the Church, being a Spiritual Houſe, is edified 
and built up by Unity and Peace, but plucked down and broke 
to pieces by Diviſions and Separations. And this Peace and U-- 
nity is not to be had whilſt we all ſeek to pleaſe our ſelves, but 
only by Love, which is a ſelf-denying, Virtue, and the care of. 
others. 
And thus having explained both the Edification of particular 
Men in Faith and Manners, and of the whole Church in the ſet-. 
tled Peace and Unity of all its Members : I proceed: in the 
3. And laſt Place, to ſhew that th:s latter 15 to be preferrd , and 
muſt give Laws and Limitations to all means of promoting the former : 
So that »o man muſt ever ſeck, to edifie in Schiſm, or break the Peace 
of a confeſſedly ſound and Lawful, much leſs of an excellent and very 
edifying Church, upon Pretence that he can edifie more in ſeparate 
Leetings. 
T be Larcer of theſe, 1 ſay, ts to be preferrd,. and muſt give Laws 
20 all means of promoting the former, and particular Mens uſing any. 
ways, or ſecthing any helps to edifie in particular Graces, muſt always 
be in ſubordination to the Unity and Edification of the Church, 
As for all the Duties of Chriſtianity, they are bound to them 
abſolutely, andno care of maintaining Peace and Unity muſt 


ever draw them to forego them. So that when any Sins are ny 
quired: 
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eas in any Church as the Conditions of Communion, as A- 


ation of the Hoſt, Wor ſhip of Images, and Profeſſion of falſe Av- 
ticles are-in the Churchof Rome, though thereby they break the 


 Peaceand Unity of that particular Church, yer mult. every [i 4 
UC 


vate Chriſtian ſtand out, and not comply with them. For 
Peace with that particular Church upon fuch corrupt terms, 
were nothing lefs than entering'into a 'Confpiracy, both agaimft 
the Univerſal Church which diſclaims theſe Corruptions, and 
againſt Jeſas Chriſt the Head of it, ſeeing it is upon Conditions | 
expreſly forbid by his Laws. : | L 
But when all thefe Doctrines 'and Duties of Chriſtianity are 
left free, nay, openly taught and preſſed on all men, which in 
Truth is, and our Brethren confeſs to be our Caſe': then; as for 
all the helps and outward opportunities of improving them, as what 
Prayers they ſhall uſe, and what Sermons they ſhall bear , and ſuch 
like ; theſe muſt give way to publick ends, and be ſubordinate 
to the Churches edification. To uſe the beſt Prayers, and hear 
the beſt Sermons, and be under the moſt edifying Helps, are ve- 
ry deſirable things indeed ; and he is very careleſs of his own 
Soul, who, when he wants them, doth not ſeek them if they 
may be had z and unthankful ro Almighty God, if he doth not 
prize and value them when he is placed under them. But when 
we cQeſire, and, in all Peaceable ways, endeavour to have as 
good as wecan ; we mult at the ſame time be content to take up 
with ſuch as we may have, and not ſeparate and divide the 


Church to find better. We may be ſenſible of the want, and of 


our great unhappineſs under a leſs edifying meapis in any Church, 
when-that is truly the Caſe (though, God be thanked, however 
our Brethren miſtake it, it is not ſo with us) and both wiſh 
and fairly endeavour to remove the unhappineſs. But when we 
are ſenſible of them, and wiſh they were removed, we muſt not 
fall into Schiſm to remove them, nor break the Peace and Uni- 
ty of the Church for better means of private edification. 
To evince this, I obſerve, | 

I, If a Man breaks Unity and publick_ Peace for better means of 

private Profitrng, he cannot be ſaid ſo much as to improve in private 


Edification. | 


If we allow all Men to rejeft the eſtabliſhed means, which 
ftand by publick Wiſdom, and to chuſe any which they fancy 


better at their own Diſcretion ; they will not be likely to chule 


ſuch 
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fuch as are really more edifying. Iknow *tis Natursl for Men 
to think well of themſelves, and that, unleſs they are wiſe, they 
will be apt to fancy he undervalues them, who would beget in 
them an humble Opinion of their own Jadgments.® But in truth 
the” generality of Men are unmeet, and ill Judges in theſe 
things; ſo that to-ſet them free from the ;publick means, 'and- 
bid them chule: better for. themſelves, is not the way to put 
them under ſuch as are more profitable for them. For ſome 
would ſtill be changing for varieties ſake, not to have a more 
#ſeful, but a New an: it being the Property of itching Ears, 
as well as of wanton Appetites, to be cloy'd with the beſt Ens - 
tertainments when they ave held to them, and never to like of 
any thing long. And others would think to edifie more, by thoſe 
which really are /e/s edifying: They would too often chuſe to 
themſelves a Paſtor, either from his Geſture and Actions, the 
cadence of his Voice, -his Zeal and Vehemence ; or from his a- | 
bounding in affecting Phraſes, and taking Similitudes ; or from 
| his Preaching pleaſing things, and infiſting moſt on'their beloved 
Opinions : and for their ſakes rejett others, who treat of more 
uſeful and weighty matters , and Jay out the great Polnts of 
Religion in all plainneſs, and ſpeak more to Mens Conſciences, 
whoſe Diſcourſes, though leſs pleaſing, perhaps, to Tome Fan- 
cles, are yet1 amſure the more profitable Sermons. The great- 
eſt-number of Hearers are obſerved to be very injudicious in 
their choice and applauſe of Teachers, and to prefer thoſe who - 
can do them leſs good, before ſuch as are really fitted to do more. 


This is obſerved by men of the beſt eſteem among 
our Þ Brethren, as well as by others amongſt vs. 


And tis no wonder it ſhould -be ſo obſeryable of o-. 


ther Hearers, when the 4poftle tell us 'the very 
ſame.of the Corinthians in his own caſe. He was 
qualified, ſure, in all reſpets, as one of the moſt 
Powerful and Edifying Teachers, and the Corin- 


thians had known him well enough to. ſee it,. and 


believe ſo of him. Bur yet, ſuch Judges were ſe- 
veral among them, :of edifying Preaching, as: to 
prefer others before him, and deſire rather to be 
under their Miniſtry than his, which put him up- 


on ſpeaking ſo much in his own Praiſe, as'hedath- * 'flions in the commnC agechiſm? Mr» 


2 CopiC:11, and c. 12,0 that; if all Men were: 


< ws? 


+ It grieves my very Soul-to 
think, what pitiful , raw, and ig- 
norant kind of Preaching 1s 
crowded moſt afier in many: 
places, for the mere affeionate 
manner of expreſion » and loud- 
neſs of the Preachers voice. How 
oft bave bave 1 kncwn the ableſt 


- Preachers undervalued, and an 


ignorant mien by Crowds applaud- 
ed, wben' | that have been ac» 
quainted with the Preacher ab- 
incunabulis, have known bim t& 
be unable mell to anſwer meſt Que» 


Baxter Cureof Ch.Diviſ. p 215. 
ſet 


-And again--The worlds experi- 
- exice putsit paſt doubt that the ge- 


nerality of the Val gar, Unlearn- 


' ed and Injudicious fort of men, do 


walue a man by: bis Tone and 
Voice, more than for the Judg- 
ment and excellency of his mat- 
ter, if net put off by ſuch 4d- 
vantage. Id. Defence of Cure 


Ch. Diviſ- p. 108, 109. Alfo: 
. Hilderſhe Lets 5Y, -0N Fo. 4+ þ+ 


270, 


os _ 


ſet looſe from the means appointed by publick 


Wiſdom, and were left to chuſe better for them- 


ſelvesz ſince the generality are ſuch unfit 
Judges in this caſe, they .would not ordinarily 
chuſe ſuch means, as would more profit them. *-. : 

But if they were all ſo wiſe, as to fix on -proper 


-means,and, when they reject the eſtabliſhed helps, 
.chuſe ſach inſtead of them as really are more 


edifyingz yet if they break the publick Peace 
to come at them, they cannot account themſelves 


to improve in private Edification. If a Man breaks Peace to im- 
prove.in Know/edge,he loſes more than-he gets for in Chriſtiant- 
ty Love is better than Learning, anda peaceable- Temper in the 
Eyes of God of higher Price, than a skillful Underſtanding, 
Cover earneſtly the beſt Gifts (among which Prophefie and Knowledge 


-yo 


2 1 Cor. 14. 1, uſt have + Preference) and yer ſhew 1 unto you a more excel- 
lent way to be coveted beyond all of them, wiz. ;the way of 
Charity, which he begins there to. treat of: 1 Cor, 12. 31. If 


kediſolves Unity.and incurs Schiſm, to profit better in ſome 0- 
ther Duties of a Chriſtian ; he takesa very miſtaken courſe, ſince 
Love and Unity are moſt eſpecially recommended, and are the 
very chief of them. If it be poſſible, and as much as lies in you, 


tive peaceably with all men. Rom. 12. 18. Above all things, my. Bre- 
thren, put on Charity, which is the very bond of perfelineſs, 4 C. 


« 


moſt perfect in it ſelf,, and that which perfeCcts all other Virtues. 
Col. 3. 14. And above all things have fervent Charity among 
ſelves, for Charity ſhall cover the multitude of ſms, 3. e. it ſhall 
ſtand you in more ſtead at the Great day,than any other Dtities. 
1 Pet. 4. 8. And now abideth Faith, Hope, and Charity, theſe three, 
all Chief and Cardinal Graces, Put the greateſt of theſe is Char#. 
ty. 1Cor. 43. 13. Thus are Love, and Peace, and Unity , the 
very top of Chriſtian Duties, and the moſt edifying things in 
_——_ Perſons; ſo that they are firſt to be ſecured, and 
= 


not be parted with in hopes thereby to improve in any 


- 


w 4 = 


Nay, without themwe-cannot. edifie in any. others to any 


purpoſe. For if we throw aſide . Charity , which ſeeks not her 
.ewr,, but has a care of other Men, v. 5. (and that care of others, 


o+ fo 12, V, 25 . 


as he declared + juſt. before, will keep out Schiſzm) the greateſt 


. \Proficiency in Knowledge, 'or other Virtues: , is epprofitable 'and 
uſeleſs, 


(17) 
We have no profit at all by — or other accom-. 


uſeleſs. 
ave the gift of Pro- 


pliſhments of our Underſtandings. Tho 7 
pheeys and underſtand all Myſterits, and have all Knowledge, and 
the Tongues of Men and Angels, and" Faith to remove Mountains, if 
after all I have 0 Charity ;, it profits me nothing, 1 Cor. 13. 1,2. 
Nay, we have no profit by the braveſft Attions, but even the beſt 
and coſt lieſt things we do, (a fad Caſe, God knows) are thrown 
away, and will not ayailto ſave us. Tho 7 am Heroically liberal 
in Alms, and, leaving my ſelf naked, beſtow all my Goods to feed 
the Poor ;, yea, tho 1 die for Religion, and give my Body to be burned 
a Martyr; yet, if have not Charity, it profits me nothing. v. 3. So 
true was that Obſervation of the Primitive Chriſtians, that wzl- . 
ful Schiſm, that conſummate. Breach of Charity and Union, - is 
the ſame among other Virtues, that the Dead Fly is among the 
Coſtlieſt Oyntments ; it will mar all that any man doth, and is 


not to be expiated by any thing, no not by Mar- 
tyrdom. * Schiſmaticks, ſays St. Cyprian, tho they 
are flain for confeſſing Chriſt, yet is the ſtain of Schiſm 


ſo deep, their very Blood cannot waſh it out. Jt is an 


snexpiable Crime, from which a man catmot be purged, 
though he dies for Chriſt. 
to fry an the Flames, or be tore an pieces by Wild 
Beaſts 3 that ſhall not crown his Faith with Vittory, 


but paſs only for the Puniſhment of his Treachery. 


Let him give- himſelf 


* Tales etiamfi occiſe in confeſh- 
one nominis fuerint, macula ifle 
nec ſanguine abluitur« Inexpia- 
bilis & Gravis culpa Diſcordie, 
nec Paſſione pur gatur. =— Arde- 
ant Iiet ' flammis 9 ignibus tra- 
dite, vel objefi Beſtiis animas 
ſuas ponant ; non erit illa fidei 


corona, ſed Pena Perfidie, Wc. 


a—_—_ cid talis poteft, corna- 


Y- . ri non poteſt, —Ffe Martyr 


——He may be ſlaughter*d, but he ſhall not be Cromn?d. 
For he cannot be one of Chriſts Martyrs, who 1s 


non poteft, qui in Eccleſia non eff. 
C9yps de Unit, Eccleſ. p- I13, 


n6t one of the Churches Members. 114, Ed.Oxe 

Thus are Charity, Peace and Unity, the moſt excellent, and 
edifying things in every private Chriſtian ; nay, of that neceſli- 
ty, that no other Gifts or Graces, not the deepeſt Knowledge, 
nor the nobleſt Alms, nor Martyrdom it ſelf, are of any uſe, or 
able to profit us without them. So that when to edifie in other 
Duties, Men tranſgreſs them, they give away more than they 
get, and are not ſo truly advanced forward as ſet back, and fo 
cannot. pretend to go'on in Private Edification. 

But beſides that they are thus really made worſe as Private 
Chriſtians, I obſerve, 

2. That if they were as-much improved, as really they are 
hindred, yet would jt by no means be lawful for them to make a 
Schiſm, and break the Peace and Unity of the Church to be better edi- 

D 


fied * 
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: For though.it be well, that Men ſhould ſeek to edifie and: 
profit themſcives = peas: and do this with care, . 
tecking after the beſt means; yet at the.ſame time it is equally 
true aHo, that in ſo doing they muſt ſecure the Peace and Edit: 
cation of the whole Church. They maſt not- be ſo zealous for 
any means of better edifying arid profiting themſelves, as for. 
its ſake to make a Rent in the Church, and create Publick Di- 
ſturbance. 
And this may appear from theſe Reaſons. 
I. Becauſe? is againf#rhe Fundamental Law of all Socie ties which - 


| 4s, That no Man - ſhall ſeek his own.Private Profit and Enrichment, by. 


the Publick. Loſs and Difſettlement. And particularly, ?tis agauſt 
the Laws Chrift, has made for the Peace and Preſervation of his 
Church, who engages his Members to forego their own Private Profit 
forthe Publick;Peace and Benefit , more than any others. | 

2. This breaking Unity to redreſs and ſupply leſs edifying Means 
in the Church, is hhe Seaution in the State for Redreſs of Civil Defects . 


aud Grievances, and [ubjef to alike Condemnation. 


3-.?Tes againſt the End even of the beſt Helps and Means of Edifi- 
cation, winch 5 to eftabliſh Peace and keep out Schiſm, aud ſo are ut- 


' rterly perverted when they are'made the Gronnd of Separation. 


4. Whey the Corinthians brake the Unity of the Church on this 


Ground, the Apoſtle charg?d the great Sin of Schiſm upon them. 


5. If this Pretence would acquit from Schiſin, there can be no ſuch 
thing as Unity in the Church, nor any ftop to Separation, 

* 1.. I fay, thus tobreak Unity and Publick Peace, onvly that we 
may have better means to edifie and profit our ſelves in private 
Virtues, is againſt the Fundamental Law of all Societies, which 
i, That no Man ſhall ſeck, his own private profit and enrichment, by 
the publick loſs and diſſettlement, P wk 

The Publick Intereſt in all reaſondeſerves to be more regarded, 
than any Mans Private Benefit. For it is infinitely of greater 
weight,and contains -more-in it: So thar if any private profiting 
may claim to be purſued, the publick much more, wherein 
every ſingle Mans ſhare weighs as much as that, and has the vaſt 
number of all the Tett added ro it, And the ſubſiſtence of all 
ſociety and good order requires it ſhould be ſo prefer?d, fince 
otherwiſe it would evermore be ſome Mans turn, for his own 
particular profits ſake, to break it. And when any Men embo- 
'dy, and combine in Societies, by-ſo doing they all virtually in- 
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gage, and profeſs to doit. And in all Communities lie really 
25, and Is generally hcId an. ill Man, who doth otherwiſe, He is 
a bad Member in a Family, -that will pteaſe himſelf in ſome vn- 
meet or unſeaſonable delight, to the diſturbance of the whole 
Houſbold. And he is an ilf Man in any Neighbqurhood, and a 
bad Subject in any Country, who will ſeek bis own private gain 
and emolument, tho it be at the general loſs, and when the Pub- 
lick ſuffers by it. It.is ill in any Member, for ſome private, end, 
to bring any Detriient to the Publick , but eſpecially ro make 
Seditions, and break the Peace and Unity, whichris the. Liga- 
ment by which it ſtands, for that is the Civil Death. and-Diſlo- 
lution of it. | Es | 
But as this is againſt the Fundamental Law of all Communi- 
ties; ſo- particularly again/? rhe Laws Chrif, has . made for the 
Peace and Preſervation of bis Church, who obliges his Adembeys $0 
forgoe their own Private Profir for Publick, Peace and Pearſe, pts 
than any others, He puts us in mind, that we ſtand in his 
Church, not as independent individuals, who have. only our 
own gain to loot to, but az Parts and Members, — God has made 
1s the Body of Chri#t, ſays St. Paul, and Members in particular, 
1 Cor, 12.27. And being Fellow-members, he would have that 
beget in us a general care of all that are the fame Body with 
us, making us ſenſible, not only of our own, but of others 
wants, -and ready to denle our ſelves, or forgoe qur own plea- 
ſure or. profit, for their advantage. Jf one Member ſuffer, all the 
Aembers ſuffer with it ;, or if one be honoured, ſaith he, all the reſt 
rejoyce with it, v. 26. And the Members foonld have the fame care 
one of another, v.25. and let no Man ſeek, his own, but every Man 
anothers wealth, 1 Cor. 10.24. And this looking beyond our 
ſelves, and having a mutual care of others, will keep us from 
all Schiſms, and dividing the Church for our ag no ge ſati(- 
faction or advantage. When the Members have the ſame care one 
of another, there will be no Schiſm wm the ws 1 V. 25: Among all 
the Duties he has injoyned, he lays greateſt weight, as. I have 
obſeryed, on thoſe which make for Love and Peace, ſo: that they 
muſt be ſecured in the firſt place : they are ſet as. the Ruling 
Virtues, which muſt give Laws; which utterly excludes all Plea 
of breaking. them, upon pretence of, Greater Profiting in any 
others : In Religious Matters, ſays the;Apoſtle, ler uw follow after 
the things which make for Peace, aud. things whereby: oue may url 
| D 2 another. 
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another. Rom. 14. 19. Above all things, ſays he again, put on Cha- 


rity, which is the Bond of Perfettneſs : i.e, which by binding us 
together perfedts us, for all other Graces are imperfect, as I be- 
fore noted, without Unity and Peace, and it muſt be added 'to 
them to gain acceptance. Col. 3. 14. And let the Peace of God 
rule in your Hearts, whereta you are alſo called in one Body * 1. e, 
of all others Peace muſt give Laws, and be the Ruling Virtue, 
becauſe it ſecures that which is the greateſt Profit, and moſt to 
be ain'd at in all Societies, viz. VUnity.v. 15. 

Thus are Men in all Societies, and the Members. of Chriſt's 
Church more than any, obliged to be moſt tender of. Publick 
Benefit and Peace, and to deny themſelves in any Private Inte- 


reſts and Advantages, rather than in purſuit of them, to break 


Unity and work Publick Diſturbance. W hen they are Members 
of Publick Bodies they muſt have Publick Spirits, and not feek 
their own Benefit againft the Benefit of the Community. So 
that if any man ſeeks only to pleaſe himſelf, and to carry on 
his own Profit and Satisfaction, he can only be Good then, 
when there is" none in the World beſides himſelf, and he lives 
alone, but is an ill man, and an awkward miſ- form'd Member in 
all Society and Communion. TY 

2. This breaking Unity to redreſs and ſupply lefs edifying Means 
3n the Church, is like Sedition in the State for redreſs of Civil Defetts 
and Grievances, and ſubjett to a like Condemnation. 

What Sedition is in the Civil State, that Schiſm isin the Church 
of Chriſt. It breaks one Society into many Pieces, and makes 
them no longer one Body, but ſo many ſeveral Bodies as there 
are disjoynted Parties. And therefore Church-Schiſms are call'd 
Seditions, both by St. Paul—-the Works of the Fleſh are Herefres, 
Seaitions, 1. e. Hereſies and Schiſms, Gal. 5. 20: and by St. Clement 
ordinarily, and other Apoffotical Writers. — apy 

And when this is made .in any Church for Means of better 
Edificatian, becauſe: the eftabliſhed Helps happen to. have ſome 
Defects; and are not ſo fitted to our Profit as we would have 
them : 1t is ſuch another way of Redreſs, as when a Sedirion is 
made in a State, to remedy the Defetts and Grievances of any 
Kingdom. In both-which, as the Remedy is moſt /7-f#/, being 


ſuch an high and open Breach of Peace, , which God has made 


the moſt ſacred of all Duties : ſo is it withal moſt fooliſh, and 
a way of Cure incomparably worſe than the Diſeaſe. 'For ſurely 
the 
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(21) . 
' the tearing Things to pieces, is the worſt way of mending 
Faults ; and Sedition, and the utter loſs of Peace, are among 
the worſt 'of Grievances that can befal any Communities. / 

3. *Tis againſt the End tven of the beſt Helps and Aeans of Edie 
fication, which is t0 eſtabliſh Peace, ' and keep out Schiſm 5 and ſo are 
atterly perverted when they are made the Ground of Separ ation. 

As for Private Graces and Improvements themſelves, the Exer- 
ciſe everr of them is ofc-times ſubjeCt to this End; - and they are 
always beſt- and moſt perfect, when they are ſo uſed, as that we - 
may not onlyprofit our ſelves with them, but edifie the - Church 
too. Love and Peaceare the Ruling Virtues;- as I have ſhew'd, 
which muſt guide the reſt, and the Great End whereto all others 
muſt be made ſubſervient. This Rule St. Paul gives the Corin- 
thians for the management of themſelyes in- other Duties 
Let all your things be done with Charity: ſo that even” other Duties 
are in danger of loſing their Grace, when -they are-exerciſed 
uncharitably. 1' Cor. 16. 14. - And the Exerciſe 'of "Devotion, 
even in inſpired Prayers and Hymns. when Men were acted by 
them, he tells them muſt be with deference to Peace and Publick 
Edification, Every one, ſaith he, hath a P/alm, but lst all things 
be' done to edifying; 1 Cor. 14.26. , OW. 

But as for all the outward Means and Helps of Edifying in theſe 
Private Graces, they are more abſolutely ſubſervient to Peace, 
and muſt be ſo uſed for profiting Private Men, as that they be . 
ſure at the ſame time to edifie the whole Church, . and maintain 
Union. es 

Theſe Means of Edification, are either thoſe Publick, Officers - 
God has appointed in his Church, or thoſe G:fts he beſtows up- 
on them for the Edification of Believers. And tho it be a great -. 
Deſign of both theſe, to edifie particular Perſons in Faith, and - 
Practice; yet is it an higher End to edifie the. whole Church in 
Peace and Unity,;and keep out Schiſms. * BE TELIGTT N27: 

1, This Edification of the whole: Church, -and +prefervin 
Peace and Unity, is the main End of Grfrs, Thus we are tol 
of Knowledge, which St. Paul rejefts when It is uſed only to 
build up and pleaſe our ſelves, and is not govern'd by Charity 
that” eaifies others. 1 Cor. 8. 1, And thus alſo: of Propheſie or 
Preaching, that great Means of Edifying Believers. For tho 
it-was then an extraordinary and 77ſpired Gift, yet was it to be. 
limited by Publick -Ends, and the Spirit of Prophecy to be ſtinted 
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and ſyppreſled,. when.it care unſeaſonably upon them. in. the 


+ I £0re I2:c: 
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Church, and, by. moving ſeveral th-{peal at. the ſame Time, bred 
confulion-avd Publick, diſturhance. - The-Spirirs of the ;Praphers 
are ſnhjet4 r6 the Prophers, '1. &. to gavern.them in ſubſerviency to 
the Churches Peace : For God-15 2a. the: Author of Confuſion, I. e. 
he beſtows no-Gifts to ferve that end, but of Peace, as m. all 
Churches-of theSatats, 1 Cor. 14. 32,33. And to name no more 
in this cafes. St.. Par, as I have ſhewed, makes: Cherie that uni- 
ting: Virtue, and fure obſtacle of all-Schiſms, the -o excellent 


of alGifts,” ; Sothat when-the gifted Men thennelves are zealous 


ro exerciſe-their-Gitts,, or others are zealous to-beunder them; 
they mnſt both. have. a higher zeal to ſhew- their Charity, and 
maintainit inthe firſt ptace, Follow after Charity, ſays he again, 


. ard defixe Spiritual Gifts : So. that- in all exerciſe and--purſuit of 


them; they muſt not. fail 20 follow Love, and take it along: with 


- them. I Cor; 14.'t. ; 


2. It is alſo the great end of thoſe Offcers, 'whom God has | 


- appointed--and empowered, and whom he - has! endowed with 


theſe. Gifts for the edification of his Church ; ſuch-as Apoſtles, 
Prophets, - Foangcliſts,, Paſtors. and Teachers, | For they -are giver, 
ſays St. Paul, for the perfeFting of the: Saints, and the exifying of the 
Body of Chriſt, Eph: 4. 71,12. «They are given-for the perfetting 


- of the Sawts, i.e. for the edifying-particular Chriſtians in Faith 


and Pradtice : but. yet ſoas to be given alſo for the ed:fying of rhe 
Body of Chriſt, till we come-4n the Unity of the Faith to aperfett Man, 
So that when theſe Officers ſeek to edifie particular Believers, 


-they' mult '\hefur+at the ame timeto ſecure another end, 2. e. the 


edificationbf the-Body, and Unity. of the Church. They are 


_ gruen as Members, which ſhews evidently they: maſt make up but 


one Body, and. keep: Unity with the other- parts: Nay, they 


are gruer as: joynts, which are the very Ligaments of Union and 
 Compatctneis. ' . | 


Theſe Officers are given as Members of the Church, and that 


:ſhews they: muſt make up one Body, and' keep Unity with the 
- other parts. For the Unity of the Body is to be the care of all the 


Members, eſpecially of thoſe which excel in Gifts, or are high- 


[eſt in Dignity and Office. Thus it is, as the Apoſtle obſerves, - 


1 Cor. 12. it: the Natural Body. It has ſeyeral Members very 


-difterent in endowments, and deſtined, ſome to more, ſome to. 
tefs honourable Oſhces. But becauſe of this difference, *the 
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more able and honourable Members do not ſet up for them=-- 
elves, and feek a'Separate Profit or applauſe, or 'make a Schiſin, 
2nd divide from -others. "Tho there be many Members, fays he, 
they Ul take up-bi ove Body. v.20. Ard the Eye, tho anvre 
Honourable 'Member, rarmr fparite intereſts, ar ay ro Yhe 
Hand (tho leſs Hononrable) 1 have no need of Thee : Lhe. pre | 
Flitad 'to the 'Feet, 1 have no need of you. v. 21. Ana none Tee 
only therwſelves, which would cauſe Divitons 3 'bot they bave all 
the [amt' 6 are one for another, if one ſuffer, all the reſt fuſfering +, or 
rf -one-be honoured, all the reſt rejoyeeing with it ;, that there be nio 
Schiſm inthe Body. v.25, 26, And1iketo'thisin Natural Bodies, 
is the difference of Officers inthe Church. * Tho that have va- 
vty of Gifts, as Wiſdom, Knowtdge, Prophecy,” Faith, Miracles, 
&c. v.8,9, 10. And variety of Officers and X#hnifters,” fome gift- | 
ed more, fame leſs 3. ſome higher, ſome lower in Anthority 
chan others : for there are arfferences of Adminiſtrations, v. 55 
God having ſet firſt Apoſtles, ſecondarily Prophets, thirdly Teach= + 
ers, after that Azracles, and Gifts of Healing, i, e. Perſons en- 
dowed with them, Zeſps (7, e. ſome diſtributing Charity, 2$ 
Deacons, or attending on Impotent and «Orphans ) Govern- 
ents as Biſhops and Presbyters, Diverſities of Tongues. v. 28. - 
Tho, | ſay, in the. Church there be this difference, both gf 
Gifts and Miniſtries ; yet muit not thoſe differently Gifted or 
Authorized Officers draw different ways, and form divided Par- 
ties, but all aim at the Llnity of the whole Body as its Natural - 
Members. ÞAs all the Members in the Body Natural are one Body, . 
foalſo is Chriſt, the different Miniſteries. and Members making .. 
but one Body in him likewiſe. v. 12: Arid the ſeveral 14niſte- 
; ries, As _— Prophets, &Cc. are all the: Body of Chriſt, ſays he, 

. and Members mm particular, which therefore muſt cement roge- 
ther, and not fail off and divide .from each other. v. 27, 28. 
And, as we have many Members in one. Body Natural, and yet all 
theſe embers, though the Body be: but one, have not one and the | 
ſame Office, more than theſe Members of the Church : So we bein 
many Members and . Officers (the variety whereof is deſcribed, 
v. 6, 7, 9.) are ſtill to be bur one Body in Chriſt, and every one © 
Members one of another (the difference in Offices giving no more 
liberty to divide the Church, than the ſame difterence in the - 
Natural Members doth to divide the... Natural Body) Koz. 
12.4, Je. 
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© Nay theſe Officers are not ſet only as 2dermbers, which, as we 
have ſeen, is enough to prevent Schiſm ; but they are ſet in the 
Church as joynts, which are to. compact all the other parts, and 
are the very Bonds and Ligaments of Union. - - The whole Body, 
ſays St. Paul, fitly joyned _ and compatted by that which eve. 


2 Joynt ſupplies. Eph. 4.16. Every joynt, 4. e. Every Officer and 
hurch-governour; for in them the other Members are joynted 
and united to -one another. And ſince they are joynts, they 
.muſt faſten and unite all the other parts together, .not tear 
.them from each other ; what they ſupply, ſays the ApoſHe, muſt 
compact the Body, and therefore mult in no wiſe-divide it, and 
of one make many. So that as for the extraordinary Abilities, 
and edifying power of ſome Paſtors and -Teachers, it muſt ne- 
ver occaſion or head-.Schiſms and Diviſions. - But muſt bs fo 
.applied by them, and ſo fought to by others ;/ that whilſt it la- 
bours to build up Faith and Good Life in particular Perſons, 
.at the ſame time it build up Unity.in the Church and Body of 
Chriſt. When an. increaſe is endeavoured, by. the effectual 
. working in every part; that muſt -be in ſuch meaſure as the 
Apoſtle fays again, as ſecures the whole Body, and confilts with 
Publick Peace and ſettlement. The effettual working in the.meaſure 
..of every part, makes increaſe of the Body to the edifying-it ſelf in 
. Love. Eph. 4. 16. = x 
. 4+ When the Corinthians broke the Unity of the Church on this pre- 
tence Ml greater profiting, the Apoſtle charges the great ſm of Schiſm 
07. Fnem, 
- Under their Diviſions they had this to plead, that the com- 
mon . means were unedifying, and that the Publick Afemblies 
were not ſo ordered, as that they .might receive the greateſt 
-profit by them. - When they. came together, every one had a new in- 
ipired P/alm, or a Dotrine,” or a Revelation, or an Tnterpretation ; 
,the uttering whereof all at once bred nething but. confuſion, 
.and was not, as he ſays, a doing things unto edifying. 1 Cor. 14.26, 
They were generally ſo forward to ſhew their Gifts of Tongues, 
that every one in the Aſſembly that could, was for uttering a Pray- 
er, or Revelation, or an Expoſition in a ſtrance Language. And 
this made their «nderſftarding Unfruitful unto others, v. 14, So 
That the unlearned, not underſtanding what mas. ſaid, could not ſay A- 
men at their giving of thanks, v. 16; that the Speaker only edified 


'bymfetf,, v. 4; but that the Congregation was z0t edified,-v. 17. 
: BE Nay, 


- 
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Nay, there was then, not only much unedifyingneſs in their 


Publick Aﬀemblies, but they divided on this pretence, to aſlo- 


ciate themſelves with more edifying Teachers. They were 
Zealous, as my Text ſays, of Spiritual Gifts, and mighty admi- 
rers of Gifted Men, but very prone to ſlight others, who were 
inferiour to them, They were all for ſetting up the moſt pow-' 
erful and edifying Paſtors —— they gloried in Men, 1 Cor. 3.21, 
They would flock to thoſe they moſt admired, where they 
thought toedifie molt, and become their followers, but ſeparate 
from others —they were puffed up for one againſt another, 1 Cor. 4. 6. 
Yea, for the ſake of their admired Teachers, they would diſ- 
parage even St. Paul himſelf, alledging that he was rwde 5: 
ſpeech, 1. e. made leſs elegant, clear, and Edifying Sermons 
and leſs gifted, than ſome other more followed Miniſters, 2 Cor. 
11.4.6: which put him upon ſpeaking ſo much in his own de- 
fence and commendation, as he doth, 2 Cor. c. 11, and c. 12. 
For ſo he excuſes all that glorying, and ſetting forth his own 
1 am become a fool in glorying, but by {uch unjuſt pre- 
ferring them above-me, ye have compelled me, 2 Cor. 12. 11. But 
when they broke the Unity of the Church, and burſt thus into” 
Strife and Diviſion to ſet up the moiſt Powerful Gifted Men, and 
ſeek better means of edifying : he tells them they are guilty of 
the great ſin of Schiſm. Whereas there are among you theſe Divi- 
ſions, tho ſhelter*d under theſe pretences, ye are Carnal, and walk 
&s-Aen. 1 Cor. 3. 3. 

5. And laſtly, If this Pretence of Edifying better by the Rent 
they make, be a good and warrantable Reaſon for it, there can be no 
ſuch thing as Unity in the Church, nor any ſtop to Separations. For 
this Pretence will ſerve almoſt all men, and that almoſt at all 
times, to break looſe, ſo that no faſt hold can be taken of them 
in any.Church. If the Rule be, to break off from others, and 
{till ro unite with that Teacher by whom he edifies moſt : the 
next Queſtion is, Who ſhall judge who that is z and that muſt 
be every-man for himſelf, for every man ſeems beſt able to tell 
his own Gains by what he finds, and one is not a fit Judge of 
anothers Profit. And when every man mult ſeek a Teacher 
whom he fancies moſt, tho in oppoſition to ſuch as the Law has 
appointed ; ſince mens Fancies are infinitely various in. this 
Point, how can there be any Bond of Union in any Neighbour- 
hood ? For one is moſt plead _ melting Tones, and Voice, 


and 


” 0 . 
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and Vehemence; another- with pretty Sayings, choice Simi- 
litudes, and affected Allegories, thinking there lies much Spiri- 
tuality in affecting Phraſes ; a third thinks Figures and Phraſes 
only amuſ; the Fancy, but darken Knowledge, and is for hear- 
ing Weighty and Uſeful things deliver*d in Intelligible and Plain 
Diſcourſes. In Sermons, ſome ſeek witty Conceits, and Re- 
ſemblances z; others, oſtentation of Learning in citation of Au- 

. thors, and Greek, aud Latsz Sentences : Some again think lightly - 
of both theſe, and ſeek more to be inform?d in Deep and Myfte- 
rious Points, or to be fed with Diſcoveries of new Notions ; 
others, to hear a clear State of hard Caſes; a third prefers the 
molt pathetical, moving Preachers ; a fourth is for the ſubtileſt « - 
Diſputants, who ſhew moſt Dexterity and Skill in Controverſies. 

Thus various are Mens Judgments in theſe things. © And there- 
fore, if every Man be at liberty to chuſe that Preacher, by 
whom he edifies moſt in what he fancies beſt, there is not like 
to be any ſetled Union in Pariſhes or Churches. Nay, the ſame 
Man will not be at unity with himſelf at different times. For - 
Mens Humours, and Opintons of theſe Matters daily alter ; 
and when they change, by this Rule they muſt alfochange their 
Teachers; and ſo are never like to be true and conſtant, even 
to their own admired Congregations. If Men then are free to 
leave the Eſtabliſh*d Miniſtry, and adhere to any whom they 
think they can hear more profitably ; ?tis plain the Church can 
'4.4. be no ſuch thing, as the Scripture every where * declares it is, 
6. VIZ. One Body. 
And thus upon all theſe Accounts it appears, *that the Edifi- 
cation and Unity of the Church muſt be preferr?d, and ſought . . 
in the firſt place, and limit us in ſeeking out the belt Means and ” » 
Helps of Edifying in Particular Virtues. So that we muſt ne- 
\ ver ſeek to ſupply ſuppoſed Defects, and get better Means of 
Private Edifying by a Schiſm. We may labour after them as 
we can in all Peaccable ways ; but muſt in no wiſe for their ſakes 
break the Unity of the Church, and. make Diviſons. For 
this, as I have ſhewn, 1s againſt the Fundamental Law of all 
Communities, which forbids Men to ſeek their own Private Pro- 
fit at the Publick Lofs ; 4t 1s againſt the Fundamental Laws of 
Chriſts Church, who ingages all his Members to deny them- 
felves, and forego their Private Profit for Publick Peace, and 1 
to be careful of it before all other Dutles ; it is like raiſing Se- 
| dition 
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dition in the Civil State for Redrefs of Grievances, which is a 

moſt Fooliſh, as well as Sinful Courſe ; it is au utter perverting 
of the true End of all Helps and Means of Edifying, whoſe 
main Deſign 1s to maintain Peace and prevent Schifms; it makes 
Separation endlefs, and renders it impoſlible that there ſhould 
be any ſuch thing as Unity in the Church; and when Men have 
divided the Church on this Pretence, they have been charged 
with the great Sin of Schiſm in the Sctiptures. So that in ſeek- 
ing the beſt Means of Private Edification, every Good Man 
mult ſtop in Peaceable Ways, which are the onely Ways that 
are Innocent ; yea, and the Ways that are beſt too, all things 
conſider*d, and the Benefit of Peace being caſt into the Scales, 
tho ſome others ſhould happen to be better when conſider?d ab- 
{trattly m themſelves. And therefore no Conſcientious or Wiſe 
Man, muſt ever attempt to procure a Means more edifying to 
himſelf by Separation. | 
From this it may plainly appear, how unwarrantably our 
Difſenting Brethren act in Separating from us, whom they 
confeſs to be a ſound and /awful Church, upon pretence that 
they can edifie more in Separate Meetings. To fatisfie them 

wherein, it may be very fit to conſider, | - 
1. Whether that is indeed true, which #s ſuppoſed by them, viz. That 
their Preaching is in it ſelf fitter than ours is for edrfication, It is an 
invidious thing to make Compariſons, eſpecially when they are 
to commend our ſelves : but we may very innocently,'and inoffen- 
ſively admoniſh them, to examine this Point well before they pro- 
nounce thus of it: Do they come to hear us, before they com- 
plain of the unedifyingneſs of our Sermons? And if they come'at 
all, is it only now and then by fits, or often, if not conſtantly, 
for ſo long at leaſt, til] they have heard all the Parts, and fo can 
comprehend the whole Deſign, and bear away the Connexion of 
our Diſcourſes ?- And when they are at Church, do they give di- 
Jigent heed, andittend ' to what-we-ſay? And in attending, do 
they hear us without prejudice againſt our Perſons, and a deſign 
to find faults, and pick up ſomething to complain of ? Yea, what 
45 more, do they: hear us, as I preſume they do their own Teach- 
ers, with Reverence and compoſed Thoughts, which greatly 
prepare the Mind to profit and edifie by any Diſcourſes, and 
which, tho ſometimes perhaps undeſerved by the Preachers skill 
and eloquence;are yet always moſt _- to the Religion and Solem- 
| 'E 2 nity 
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nity of the Service, and are Tempers that all Men ought to put - 
on, whilſt others are ſpeaking to them in Gods Name, and de- 
t 


livering his Meſſage ? And after they have heard, do they give 
themſelves the trouble to make what they heard their own, and. 
apt to ſtick by them and affect them, by meditating upon ir, 
and applying it to themſelves, and ſo bringing-it cloſe to their 
own Conſciences ? Without this Honeſty and Impartiality, and 
Godly care in hearing, they would not be edified if the Holy 
Ghoſt himſelf were to preach to them; and when Chriſt him- 
ſelf was upon - Earth, his Sermons were unprofitable, .and did 
not edifie the generality of his Hearers, for the want of them: 
and if they are in the ſame fault in hearing us, no wonder they 
are little edified by our Preaching. - And after all-this, when 
they paſs Sentence, by what Rule do they try the profitable- 
neſs of our Diſcourſes? Do they judge a Sermon eUitying, only 
as it ſpeaks according to their Opinion ; or inſiſts mcſt on 
ſome things, and delivers them in ſuch forms of ſpeech as moſt 
pleaſe them ; or is full-only of the glorious Priviledges of the 
Saints (which, though fit to be treated of ſometimes, muſt not 
ingroſs all our. Diſcourſes, or be more. inſiſted on than thoſe 
Daties which are to ſecure them- to us, ) and gives comfor- 
table intimations that they are all theirs, which may feaſt their 
Fancies with the delightful Thoughts, of their being more pre- 
cious and dear to God than others ? Do they judge it to be 
edifying, I ſay, only from ſuch things -as theſe ; or as it an- 
Fwers the foregoing Deſcription of Edification-? -Do they hear 
Diſcourſes of weightier matters, or more plain and intelligible 
Accounts, leſs darkned with Phraſes and Metaphors, .or ſtrong- 
er Reaſons for any Dectrines, or clearer Explications of any 
Duties, or more perſpicuous and. careful ſtates of any Caſes, or 
wiſer Directions for any Points of Practice, or more forcible 
Motives to ingage to the uſe of them, qr more ſatzzfattory So- 
lutions of any important Queſtions and Doubts of Conſciznce,in ' 
the Separate Meetings, than. they might hear ,jo, the Pariſh 
Churches ?-If. they try the Point by. theſe Meaſures, tis like 
they. will not be. ſo forward to pronounce againſt us, ncr talk 
ſo much of the edification of their own Preachers, and the want 
of it 16 ours. 

2. If, as they ſuppoſe, their Sermons were futer than ours are 
for edification, yet are not. they ſure to edifie more by them, For 
We. 
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we: are: but the Means and Inſtruments, but the ER& of alt 
proceeds from Gods Bleſſing. . We are only Miniſters, ſays St. 
Panl, by whom you betieved. TI have planted, and Apollos wa- 
rored, but God gave the increaſe, 1 Cor. 3. 5,6. And. we are 
moſt fure of Gods Bleſſing, when we keep in Gods own way, 
and wait upon him in thoſe Means which he has allotted us. 
For God is wont to bleſs moit his own Appointments ; aad 
that. .not only when they beſt anſwer the end of their In- 
" ſtitution, and are moſt yſefut and edifying; bat even when 
they are degenerated;, and edifie leſs; and accordingly our 
Saviour referred Men to them, when that was really the Caſe. 
The Srribes and Phariſces in his time, were far from the moſt 
edifying Teachers; being both wicked and i2norant, two moſt 
unedifying Qualitics. They were Blind Guides, Mat. 23. 165 
and bad Livers, being full of Ya Glory, Ragine, and Hypocriſte, 
&c. V-5, 6, 14. But yet unedifying as they were, ſince they 
ſat in Moſes Seat, he refers the Jews to their X4niſftry, to ex- 
pet the: Bleſſing of God in their due attendance upon it. 
V. 2, 3. The Prieſts in thoſe Days, by the Scripture-accounts 
of th:m, were far from the Holieſt Men ; ſo. that if the Ho- 
lineſs of him that brings it be any recommendation of: the 
Gift, they were nof in themſelyes the fitteſt to yrs -an 
Offering. But yet, becauſe they. were the Means of Gods ap- 
pointing, when the Leper was cleanſed, and was to return.God 
an Oblation, Chriſt orders hun to carry it to the Prieſt, becauſe 
thro his Hands God would accept it of him. 24at. 3. 4. Thus 
is Gods Bleſſing, . which is the great cauſe of. our profiting, 
to be looked for in Gods own ways, and- in attendance upon 
the means which he has allotted us; and we have not a like 
reaſon to expect it when we .rejet them, eſpecially if we 


run into a plain Breach of that Unity and Good Order he has 


eſtabliſhed in. his Church, in purſuit of others. And when 
Gods Bleſling goes along with them, we ſhall edifie more by 


weaker means ; ſo that a more edifying Sermon in an unedi- . 


fying way, ſuch as Schiſm is, is not fo like -to. profit us. 
But - 


3. If they could edifie more by them, yet is it in no wiſe. 


lawful thus to break the Unity and Peace of - the Church far - 
better Edification. There is no breaking Publick Peace, as 
we have ſcen, for better means of PrivateProfiting : ſo that no- | 


Man 


Y 
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Man muſt ever ſeek to edifie in Schiſm, or to grow in Grace by 
joyning in Separation. RES = 

And thus I have explained the Nature of Edification, and 
ſhewn what Improvements it \implies ; -viz, Any increaſe in 
Private Virtues, or in Publick Settlement and Peace, So that 
then any Man edsfies in Religion, when he is bettered in any Point 
of Faith or Manners, or made more complying with innocent Pub- 
lick, Conſtitutions, and a more peaceable Member of the Church, 

And having thus ſhewn' what it implies, I am now 

2, To preſs it as the Great Point whereat they are to aim, on all 
forts of Chriſtians. | | 

And here had I time, I ſhould urge al Chrif4ans to lay out 
themſelves in improving uſcful Knowledge, and obedient 

Practice, and peaceable Inclinations; to ſtir up and eheriſh in 
themſelves devout Aﬀections, and daily renew and ſtrengthen 
Holy Purpoſes, and expreſs in the whole conrſe' of their Lives 
the power of Godlineſs, in all due ſubmiſſion to their Gover- 
nours, and tender care of the Churches Peace, as'well as in all 
Duty towards God, and exerciſe of Private Virtues. For this 
is truly to grow in Grace, and be edified Belieyers. 

I would intreat you, my Reverend Brethren, in the Name of 
Chriſt, whoſe 247:ſters we are, not only to be exemplary and 
"ſhining Lights in edifying thus your ſelves 5 but alſo to be 
wiſe and unwearied .in your Labours, in carrying on this Edi- 
fication among all others you can any ways work upon, eſpecial- 
Iy thoſe committed to your Charge. That you would inſtruct 
the ignorant with all aſfſiduitie and plainneſs; convince the 
erroneous, with all gentleneſs and calm arguings, yea with 
all Patience and Perſeverance, remembring that it is an hard 
matter, and a work of time, for a Man to caſt off old and ri- 
vited Opinions, and that any one is troubled enough in being 
ſhewed his error, without hearing of it in Anger and InveCtive 
'Speeches z and labour to win all Men over to an univerſal 
Holineſs with your utmoſh $kill and diligence, That you would 
ſtudy to be plain, and ufeful in all your Sermons : Prudently 
'bold, and impartial in Reproofs; warning Men againſt all, 
even their beloved Vices, with ſuch freedom, as may keep 
their Conſciences awake, and yet with ſuch ſhew of tenderneſs 
.and prudent timing of Reproof, as may not tempt them to fly 


-out from us: endeayouring to reclaim them from ages rr 
which 
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which' is moſt miſchieyous to the Church, and which nothing 
can excuſe before God but an honeſt Ignorance, and the piti- 
ableneſs of unmafterable Prepoſſcflions ; and from all Prophane- 
neſs and Immoralities, which, without particular Repentance 
and Amendment, are. moſt ſurely miſchievous to their own 
Souls, which have no Plea of Pardonable Ignorance and Invo- 
luntarineſs, and for which there is no Excuſe at all. In all 
which, by the Love of Chriſt I wonld beſeech you, to ſhew alt 
Wiſdom, and Diligence, and Patience, and unwearied Perſe- 
verence, and compallionate Tenderneſs and Love for Souls. 

[ would in all Chriſtian Love beſeech our D:ſſenting Brethren, 
and be inſtant with them, ſince it ſo nearly concerns both the 
Church and thers, that they would ſeek no longer to build up 
only themſelves ; but to edifie the Church of Chriſt, which 
they certainly pull down by their Separation. 

In very deed they may have great Means of Private Edifica- 
tion in our Church, and need not ſeek for better in any other 
Place. They will edifie ſufficiently by our Sermons, as I have 
noted, if they bring along with them prepared Minds; and 
and without them the Jews could not editie by the Sermons of 
Chrift and his Apoftles. And if they cannot edifie by the Chur- 
ches Prayers too, the Fault, I am ſure, is not in the Prayers, but 
in themſelves. For conſider, Brethren, the Prayers we uſe are 
not to give Aﬀections to us, but to expreſs thoſe we have z, ſo - 
that when we come to Pray, we mult bring them along with us. 
And if we come with an awful ſenſe of God in our Minds, 
with ſerious and good Purpoſes ,, and devout Aﬀedctions z we * 
need no better Helps to expreſs them, than the Churches Ser- 
vice, For therein are ſound, ſuitable, and well-compoſed 
Prayers, which extend to all Necellities, begging all needful 
Graces, and praying particularly both againit Sins and Cala- 
mities, and requeſting ontward Bleſſings, and giving Thanks 
for Receipt oi Mercics, and interceding for all States and 
Conditions of Perſons, and ſuited to the Great Periods and 
Statesof Life. Inall which they pitch upon the moſt pertinent, 
and proper things; and expreſs them in Grave, Plain, and 
Significant Language; and are intermixed with Reſponſes to fix 
Attention, . and call back wandring Thoughts; and are par- 
celPd into Colletts to give Breath, and not weary us out with 
an. uninterrupted continuance of intenſe Aﬀections. So that 

if 
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ir we bring with us a Heart to deſire theſe things, here we have 
Prayers to ſuggeſt, and'expreſs our Deſires of them ; yea, ſuch, 
as whilſt they do expreſs, are greatly fitted to increaſe then. 
Thus fit are they to edifie in themfelves, and this great Num- 
bers of truly Pionus and Devout Souls have found, and from 
their own Experience can teſtifie concerning them. And now, 
if any ſhall ſtill charge ſuch excellent Prayers as unedifying.; 
where lies the blame ? whether in the Deadneſs of the Pray- 
ers, or the Indevotion and Unpreparedneſs of their own Hearts ? 
If a Man thinks the moſt wholeſom and ſubſtantial Food diſ- 
taſteful or inſipid, *ris a ſign he has a-depraved Appetite. And 
if he feels no Devotion in the-uſe of ſuch Pious, Wiſe, and:Pro- 
fitable Forms, ?tis a ſign his Soul is ſick, -and that: his Spiritual 
Senſe has loſt its Taſte, ſince the moſt agreeable Food is no 
better relliſh®d by it. He is Indevout, not becauſe the Prayers 
do not ſuggeſt Devout things, nor cloath them.in Proper and 
Devout Expreſſions ; but becauſe he doth not-hold his Mind 
attent, or has not prepared his Heart to be aftected with them, 
So that if theſe our Brethren will take the :Godly Care and 
Pains to mend this Fault which is in themſelves, and come with 
Reverent and Prepared Minds.z they will not, I believe, com- 
plain any longer of Deadneſs and want of Edification in the 
Churches Prayers, which are not only Good, but, as thoſe who 
uſe them without- prejudice, and with Devotion 1n their Hearts 
can teſtifie, very excellent for that purpole. : 

But tho they could not ſo well edifie themſelves in them ; 
' yet, by the Love of Chriſt I would beſeech them, to ſeek no 
longer to: build up only themſelves; but to edifie the Church 
of Chriſt, which they pull down by their Separation, Make 
Conſcience of Peace and Unity, Brechren, and think them as 
Neceſſary things, as any others in Religion. Remember ir js 
one of the neceſſary Properties of Charity to have ſuch care of 
others as keeps out Schiſm ; and that withour this Charity there 
is no Benefit in any Services, no not in Martyrdom: and how 
then can you account to your ſelves the throwing that away, 
for any other thing ? Elteem your ſelves as Members of the 
Body, and conlider- that the Body is built up by Unity. This 
Chriſt has founded upon himſelf, and the Apoſtles, thoſe Ma- 
{fer Builders, have edified , by compacting it intro one: and 


ow then will you look either upon him or .them, who pluck 
| aſunder 


| | C33) 
afuhder what they put n__ and pull it down by Diviſion ? 
The Deſign of God in all the moſt Powerful Gifted Miniſters, 
is to build up the Body, and keep out Schiſm: and what. ac- 
count will you give to him for croſling that Deſign, in making 
theſe not only the Heads of Parties, but the Pretence of Sepa- 
ration ? If you had lived in Corinth, when Men ſeparated, as 
you do here, to follow more Gifted Guides, would not you 
have returned again to the Unity of the Church upon the Apo- 


{tle*'s Admonitien ? And why then ſhould you not do the ſame. 


now, upon this Intimation, that his Reproof reaches you, as 
much as it did them ? The Way of Separation, my Brethren, 
isa moſt unedifying Courſe; for Unity builds up, but Schiſm 


deſtroys the Church, and all Societies. So that if you would - 


edific the Church, which is Chriſt's Spouſe ; if you will be 
at any pains to build it up, as he was at the pains to die for 
it; it wuſt be in the way of Peace, and by ſubmitting to any 


thing, which you think may be done with a ſafe Conſcience . 
(as this Plea it ſelf ſhews you do think in our” Cafe, it being 


againſt our Way only becauſe, as you fay, leſs Edifying, not 
becauſe of any Unlawfulneſs) rather than upon account thereof 
to divide, and form ſeparate Parties. 

I would exhort you the Church-wardens to be careful of edi- 
fying, not only as Private Chriſtians, but alſo in the faithful 
diſchatge of your Oaths, (conſidering that Perjury has in it 
a moſt horrible Guilt) and in the Duties of your Places. 
That when you endeavour to ſuppreſs Vices, you would be im- 
partial, and intire in ſuch endeavours ; conſidering, that all 


Notorious Swearing, Drunkenneſs, and Immoralities, as well - 


as ſtaying away from Church z and that all ſtaying away out of 


Irreligion and Careleſineſs, as well as out of Scruples and pre- - 


tence of Conſcience, is equally a matter of your Oath, and a 
Point wherein you may do God, ard the Souls of Men- Service. 
The Church-wardens ſwear, indeed, to diſcharge this only ac- 
cording to the beſt of their Knowledge; but then they muſt 
uſe a competent endeavour to know it, and this is-no warranty 
at all to affect Ignorance; and much leſs to paſs over what 
they do know, in negligence, or connivance.. And many, it 
may be of thoſe that fail,, would diſcharge it ſo far as they 


know, were it not that they are afraid to anger, and diſ- 
Pleaſe their Neighbours, _— "tis moſt unreaſonable _ 
£ 1alt : 
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Mani iſhovld be angered with them for performing their ' Oaths, 
and diſcharging a Good Conſcience. Can any Man, if he has 
left the Conſcience, have left the Modeſty withal fo far, as to 
defire them to forſwear themſelves, and deſtroy their own Souls 
to do him a kindneſs ? Or will any Man that 1s Conſcientious, 
and ſtays from Church out of Conſcience, take it ill that they 
ſhould be tender of their Conſciences 'as well as he is of his, and 
dreadthe horrid Sin of Perjury, the greateſt wound to: a Good 
Conſcience ? They have no liberty of Connivance, being bound 
up by Oaths; ſo that if any favour and indulgence be: expect- 
ed, it muſt - not be from them, but at higher Hands. *And 
therefore no Man, in any Reaſon or Modelty, can beangred 
at them for-afting faithfully aceording to their Oaths. Bur if 
any be; that Anger at Men for-performing Oaths and a Good 
Conſcience, is nothing leſs than frighting them-from their Du- - 
ty, and laying Stumbling-Blocks before others, and putting the 
Burden of the Croſs on Good Mens Shoulders: for good Acti- 
ons, * which has ſo many Woes denounced to it in theScriptures. 
And as for the - Church-wardens themſelves, when they incur 
any- Difpleaſure or Malice of Men on this account, they may 
encourage themſelves with this, that therein they ſuffer for 
Righteouſneſs ſake, and endure the Croſs for keeping a Good 
Conſcience, wherein they may comfortably commit themſelves 
to God, expecting, that either his Providence will prevent 
any ill effects, or infinitely make them upto them afterwards, 
becauſe they have thus expoſed themſelves only to be faithful 
Tn his Service. 
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